Steel tracks and sleepers would be removed
and replaced with a gravel trail surface
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The Merriwa Railway Station provides a perfect
trailhead for the proposed rail trail. Development
of the trail would complement the activities of the
Merriwa Railway Society at the museum.

Pipe culverts under embankments will
need to be cleaned and made functional.

Blue symbols indicate approximate
location of remaining bridges. All

will require modification

on both sides of corridor
in most locations some may need to be replaced.
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Fencing will be required
on both sides of corridor
in most locations

Although ome fencin is i place, the entire
former railway corridor will require new fencing
both sides to prevent trespass, and straying of

stock on to the proposed trail.

Numerous cattle grids
will require treatment

k\

Stock crossings will be required along
rail trail corridor at agreed locations

\ Attractive vistas
Cuttings and embankments \ through river valley
add considerable interest to

The route of the former railway passes through a
variety of landscapes, including this river valley. Trail

users will be able to enjoy a variety of vistas and
scenery should the trail proceed.

the route for rail trail users

‘Wappinguy
trailhead

32m bridge requires decking and
handrails to make suitable for trail use

Plan 1
Merriwa to Wappinguy

the trail to ensure retention and preservation of ||
historic railway artefacts, including mile pegs, other
signage and signals where they exist.
Steel tracks and sleepers would
be removed and replaced with a
gravel trail surface

Care would need to be taken during construction of
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‘
32m bridge requires decking and
handrails to make suitable for trail use

\ yWappinguy
trailhead

N
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Steel tracks and sleepers would
be removed and replaced with a The former Wappinguy station area is well located
gravel trail surface to serve as a trailhead should the trail proceed. The
T station area is immediately alongside the Golden

Highway, some 12km from Merriwa Trailhead.
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Cuttings and embankments are classic features

Stock crossings will be required along found along disused railway corridors. They are

rail trail corridor at agreed locations some of the features that make rail trails popular
K for cyclists, walkers and other trail users.

Proposed trail passes through open

farmland. New fencing will be required,
often on both sides of corridor

Numerous cattle grids
\ will require treatment
Blue symbols indicate approximate
location of remaining bridges. All

\\\\
will require modification

Q\Cutﬁngs and embankments add considerable
interest to the route for rail trail users
|

This 32m long railway bridge just suth of pringu

Q
will need decking and handrails to accommodate §O
| ———trail users. Most other bridges along the former railway o/)\
line are between 2m and 5m. s(5/

Pipe culverts under embankments will
need to be cleaned and made functional.
Some may need to be replaced y
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Road crossing:
Westwood Rd |
4

Few road crossings exist along the former railway.
This crossing at Westwood Road would require
Trail - various signs, and gates and fencing to keep

Westwood Rd Numerous cattle grids unwanted and unauthorised users off the trail.

trailhead ﬁ: : :,.fggo" will require treatment )
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i Pipe culverts under embankments will
need to be cleaned and made functional.
Some may need to be replaced y
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Road crossing:
Westwood Rd |
i /]

Numerous cattle grids
will require treatment

(

connection
required

¥ -'ﬂ-'--- : o _7 g '.. .
5 The Merriwa Branch Line was built as an unfenced
railway. Some adjoining landowners have erectea
( fencing over the years. Additional fencing will be

required should the trail proceed.

‘V Cuttings and embankments add considerable
| ; interest to the route for rail trail users

Blue symbols indicate approximate
location of remaining bridges. All
will require modification

s A

- N 2 ; : L ‘ Nmerous sort bridges occur all along the railway
~ S ] N — ) corridor, most between 2m and 5m. Rebuilding of
Although the railway operations ceased in 1988, \{ ; |corridor, W uraing

A

7 ; these structures to enable use by riders and walkers
some significant regrowth vegetation has already &

ill be a major cost component of the rail trail.
occurred. Clearing of some of this regrowth will wi Jor co; P raittrai
be required to enable the development of the trail.

Proposed trail passes through open
farmland. New fencing will be required,
often on both sides of corridor

Stock crossings will be required along
rail trail corridor at agreed locations

Q

W™ Pipe culverts under embankments will
need to be cleaned and made functional. B —

REST AREA |

The existing Rest Area at Gungal is ideally situated
to be used as an additional trailhead along the proposed
rail trail. Very little additional infrastructure will be

needed at this site.

N3

Golden Highway

v Upper Hunter Country

$ - i . Plan 3
etober 2015 Rail Trail Feasibility Study Westwood Rd to Gungal muswellbrook

shire council Hunter

TRANSPLAN PTY LTD '

Planning and Design




s RD

FLAGC

Major road crossing:
Golden Highway

W —Road crossing:
N\ Worondi Creek Rd

Proposed trail passes through open.
farmland. New fencing will be required,
often on both sides of corridor

(.

\\
\‘\ . S :
\ Blue symbols indicate approximate

RX\location of remaining bridges. All

k\ will require modification €
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Cattle grids (or "cattle stops") were put in at road
crossings and property boundaries to prevent stock

) ; :
Major re-building of the (mostly) dismantled bridge over
Halls Creek (near Sandy Hollow) will be an essential
component of the trail building program. It will be a
highlight of the rail trail should it proceed.

Steel tracks and sleepers would be removed
\ and replaced with a gravel trail surface

Pipe culverts under embankments will
| need to be cleaned and made functional.
[N Some may need to be replaced

/
' Numerous small bridges and
S

Stock crossings will be
required along the rail trail
corridor at agreed locations

cattle grids will require treatment

The railway corridor provides spectacular views of \‘
the surrounding landscape, giving potential future )
rail trail users an added incentive to travel to the
Upper Hunter to ride or walk the proposed trail. / 7 '
\s-..ﬂl'&\

4) Cuttings and embankments

(I add considerable interest to

Options for a trailhead in Sandy Hollow are limited
given that the original railway station has been
removed. This park on the Golden Highway in

the town centre will require some minor upgrading.
the route for rail trail users

AN
Sandy Hollow
trailhead./

will be required.
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Proposed trail passes through open N = QI
farmland. New fencing will be required, Road crossing. ) 4_5 = Sa ndy Hollow
often on both sides of corridor Perberdys Rd / .5 5 \/
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Halls Creek Bridge: b
major improvement 0
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Option 2!
Utilises the Golden Highway until
turning on to Rosemount Rd..

The railway between Sandy Hollow and Denman
is still in use. The active railway corridor is not
considered suitable for a 'trail beside the rail'.

Option 2:__—

Rosemount Rd is another.
possible on-road route between
Sandy Hollow and Denman,

but would involve a substantial
ride along the Golden Highway.

Option 1: N\ X
Constructing trail beside operating

railway was considered but deemed

e ol viable, even if i{t&ldbe pe’mittedp:_._:_-.----
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Existing road bridges would form part of the propose

on-road route between Sandy Hollow and Denman,
as buiding new trail bridges would not be feasible.

The preferred road connection between Sandy Most of the preferred route between Sandy Hollow
Hollow and Denman is Bylong Valley Road and and Denman is a sealed, minor road. It would not be
Yarrawa Road. A section of Yarrawa Road is suitable for most rail trail users and a trail beside

this road would not be practical or feasible.

Option 3:

Preferred on-road (signposted) route
between Sandy Hollow and Denman
follows Bylong Valley Rd and Yarrawa Rd.
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